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Changing the way they do business and how they relate to one another are second nature to libraries and 
vendors. New resources and ever evolving technologies have made sure that libraries and vendors constantly 
reassess their policies and practices. While the concept of "where do we go from here?" is not entirely new to 
libraries and vendors, for this Digital Initiatives Librarian it means considering a much closer collaboration in 
which our locally created and curated digital content is enhanced with vendor supplied digital content while 
striving to increase its ease-of-use and provide clear options for reuse. 
 
Honestly, I hadn't really given this much thought until I was approached by our head of collection management 
about a possible project. He asked me to consider if we could pair some of our locally digitized materials with 
vendor supplied content to meet a variety of needs for curriculum. Many of our digitized materials come from 
locally curated content such as our Special Collections and University Archives, but may lack a worldwide or 
overall thematic approach.  While we did find a few vendor supplied collections of digitized content that could 
supplement some materials, we didn't find anything that was a perfect match. Most of these materials are of 
local interest and some are very specific to the Central Florida community. Our local digitized content would 
benefit from being supplemented by vendor supplied content to put it in a greater perspective from either a 
thematic or geographic standpoint to give our students and faculty the opportunity to see – and use -  the 
materials in a more global fashion. In my mind, where we go from here is to work together to enhance one 
another's collections.  
 
Libraries and vendors could both benefit from understanding how faculty use digitized content in an effort to 
better support the use of it in their curriculum. Once we know how faculty view local and vendor content for 
supporting classroom instruction, we could work together to provide use cases, suggest assignments, and share 
examples of how others have used the content to enhance student learning outcomes. From using materials for 
writing prompts to incorporating them in a larger digital storytelling project, the libraries and vendors who know 
their content best should partner to make connections for student and faculty endeavors. In addition, it also 
means making our collections easier to maneuver. Providing good help tips as well as easy to understand icons 
and navigation to increase the general use of the collections are a few ways to make our content more 
approachable and accessible. These activities are not unique to either libraries or vendors and provide a 
commonality that we could address together as we go from here. 
 
We should also turn some of our combined focus to how faculty and students can share what they have 
produced from locally created and vendor supplied digital content. With institutional repositories popular at 
many of our institutions, providing clear information and policies that allow faculty and students to share their 
products with a worldwide audience is something that we should take into consideration. Sharing these works is 
good not only for the students and the faculty, but also for the libraries and vendors that supply the content. 
Showing others possible connections, additional uses, and creating new avenues for research enhances future 
use and creates new opportunities for readership. Sharing and reuse of our content starts to move us beyond 
“where do we go from here” to “where will we need to go next.” 
 
While our digitized collections are not in competition, they do lack a certain amount of collaboration. I believe 
closer collaborations between libraries and vendors would help us close existing gaps in using vendor supplied 
content to enhance locally digitized content. Libraries and vendors both continue to work towards the same goal 
of supplying appropriate and necessary content for faculty to use in their curriculum and for students to stretch 
their research skills. Closer collaborations and creating better links between vendor supplied digitized content 
and locally curated and created content will benefit all of us - faculty, students, libraries, and vendors. 
 


